Lesson 23
Every Man Did That Which Was Right
In His Own Eyes – Part 1 (Idolatry)
Judges 17:1 – 18:31
· Questions

1. What was done with the silver that Micah restored to his mother (17:1-5)?
2. What description is given of the moral standard of the people at this time (17:6)?

3. Where did the young Levite come from and what did Micah offer him (17:7-13)?

4. What did the men of Dan decide to do and what did they want to know (18:1-6)?

5. What did the men of Dan tell their people (18:7-10)?

6. What did the men of Dan take from Micah and what did they offer the Levite (18:11-20)?

7. What happened when Micah went after the men of Dan to recover his possessions (18:21-26)?
8. Where did the men of Dan settle and who served as priests for them (18:31)?
· Digging Deeper

1. What commandment of God had Micah and his mother violated (17:4)?

2. Who else in the book of Judges made an “ephod” and committed idolatry? What is an “ephod” and a “teraphim” (17:5)?
3. Where is Bethlehem-Judah located (17:7-9)?

4. Was a king necessary at this time for the people to know right (18:1)? Did Israel have a king?

5. When did the men of Dan take the city of Laish and move into this area (18:27-29; see       Josh. 19:47 where Laish is called Leshem and Judg. 1:34)?

6. Where are Laish and  Beth-re-hob located (18:27-28)?

7. Who was Gershom and did he have any part in the priesthood of Israel (18:30)?

8. What does the “captivity of the land” refer to in Judges 18:30?

9. Where was the authorized place of worship and tabernacle located at this time (18:31; see also Josh. 18:1 and 1 Sam. 1:3)

· Applications for Today

1. Religious syncretism is practiced today by many who claim to follow the Lord and at the same time engage in unauthorized religious practices (17:2-5; Zeph. 1:5; Mt. 15:1-8; 23:1ff).

2. Counterfeit religion is sometimes hard to detect (17:2-5; Mt. 7:21-23).

3. Things dedicated to the Lord should not be used in an unauthorized way (17:3; 1 Cor. 16:1-2).

4. God’s people must guard themselves from idols (17:5; Ex. 20:3; 1 Cor. 10:7,14; 1 Jn. 5:21).

5. “Everyman did that which was right in his own eyes” is a subjective and human moral standard that is relative and ever-changing. God’s word is an objective and divine moral standard that is fixed for all time (17:6; 2 Tim. 1:13; 2:2; 3:16-17; 1 Pet. 2:25; Jude 3).

6. When everyone does what is right in his own eyes it will lead to terrible times. We must learn this lesson! We must heed this warning (17:6; 2 Tim. 3:1-5)!

7. Religious leaders often exchange the truth of God’s word for a “better deal” and suppose that godliness is a “way of gain.” They lead for personal gain (17:10; 18:20; Ezek. 34:2; Jn. 10:12;    1 Tim. 6:5).

8. We know that the Lord will bless us with good when we obey his word, not simply when we do religious things (17:13; 18:5; Mt. 7:21-23; 2 Jn. 9-11).
9. Many people ignore the authorized worship of God while worshipping God in their own way (18:31; Jn. 4:24; Col. 3:17).

